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An exegesis of the triumphant entry

(Mathew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:28-40 and John 12:12-19)

Introduction:


My work is about triumphal entry to the Jerusalem. I will make exegesis on this topic. For begin it means that I will present historical context as cultural, political, economical, geographical and occasional site. Then I will compare gospels horizontally. Next I will look to each gospel individual. I will use methods which I learned on the school lesson. 
Historical context:
Cultural [1]
· The common language in the Roman Empire was Greek. Jews also use Hebrew, Aramaic and Latin. Jesus every day language was Aramaic.
· The major religious holiday during the Jewish year was the Passover feast celebrating the deliverance of the Jewish people from their slavery in Egypt. During the Passover, many Jews would travel to Jerusalem in order to celebrate in the holy city. 

· The Jewish people were seeking a “Messiah”– they were waiting for the leader God had promised who, according to their understanding, would bring them spiritual renewal and political freedom from centuries of foreign oppression, currently from the Roman Empire

Political [1]
· For thousands of years, the Jewish people were primarily subject to foreign rule. In the first century, Romans ruled Palestine where Jesus was born and lived his life. In the hierarchy of power, the Jewish self-government reported to the authority of the local Roman government (King Herod), which reported to Rome (Emperor Caesar).

· The Jewish religious and governing system was divided between two parties: the Pharisees and the Sadducees.  

Economical [1]
· There was a very large difference between rich and poor. 

· The upper class was made up of the temple priests and priestly aristocracy 
· The middle class was comprised of traders and merchants, artisans and craftsman. The Pharisees sages, scribes, and teachers were also a part of the middle class. 

· The lower class was made of laborers, and the unemployable 

Geographical
· He went from Jericho to Jerusalem and stop in Bethany and Bethpage
· Bethany is located on the southeastern slope of the Mount of Olives.
· Bethpage is located on the Mount of Olives, on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho, and very close to Bethany. It was the limit of a Sabbath-days journey from Jerusalem.

Occasional:[2]
· Matthew – Matthew, whose name means “gift of the Lord,” he was one of the 12 apostles, his gospel is written for Jews people, he has more quotations from and allusions to the Ot than any other Nt author. He has 53 citation and 76 references to the prophets.
· Mark – he was not one of the disciples, He was on the mission trip with Peter, he write gospel for Romans and all gentiles.
· Luke – was probably a Gentile by birth, well educated in Greek culture, he was doctor and he was on the second mission trip with Paul.
· John – author is the apostle John, “the disciple whom Jesus loved”, He is not synoptic author but independent.
· Donkey – in some Eastern traditions is to be seen as an animal of peace, while the horse is the animal of war. Therefore, it was said that a king came riding upon a horse when he was bent on war and rode upon a donkey when he wanted to point out that he was coming in peace. In the scripture authors use word “colt” and translated "colt" is Greek polos, the young of any animal - from an elephant to a locust. The specific Greek word for “donkey”, ass, “hupozugion“, we found only in Matthew 21:5. [4]
Literary context

Horizontally
In the Literary Horizontal context I will compare what is same and what is different in the synoptic gospels and after I will compare synoptic gospel with gospel of John which is independent author.
· All three authors were writing that Jesus with his disciples came near to the Bethphpage but only Mark and Luke mentioned Bethany, which is also on Mount of Olives.
· All three parts mentioned that he sent two disciples for donkey to the into the village over against them (Bethphpage)

· Matthew wrote that at once they will find a donkey tied up with her colt beside her. But Mark and Luke wrote that as soon as you go in, you will find a colt tied up that has never been ridden 

· Matthew is talking about colt with his mother while Mark and Luke mentioned only the colt.
· All three synoptic gospels talk that Jesus said: And if someone asks you why you are doing that, say that the Master needs it. Only Matthew and Mark talk also that he  will send it back at once  

· Only Matthew from synoptic gospels wrote that it happened to fulfill prophecy which is written in Zechariah 9:9
· Mark and Luke wrote in details about how disciples found donkey and people were asking why they were untying that colt. There is one difference between them that Luke mentioned that people which were asking that question were owners of donkey while Mark said that it was people which were just standing there.
· All three gospels said that they threw their cloaks over them, and Matthew and Luke said that they sat him there. But Mark said that Jesus got on. 

· All thee gospels talk about very great multitude which spread their garments in the way; and Matthew and Mark add also that others cut down branches from the trees, and strewed them in the way. 
· Matthew and Mark said that the multitudes that went before, and that followed shouted for his glory and only Luke said that whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen also he specified place that it happened at the descent of the mount of Olives 

· Multitudes were singing psalm 118. 
· Matthew mentioned in the end that when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is this? And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.  

· Mark wrote that Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and when he had looked round about upon all things, and now the eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany with the twelve. 

· Luke wrote and some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out. 

John deal with this story not so in details like synopticals authors. He also mentioned that Jesus were riding the colt, prophecy from Zechariah 9:9 like Matthew and that multitude took branches of palm trees and went forth to meet him and cried Psalm 118. 
He also wrote things which other gospels don’t mentioned. For example that multitude which came there to the feast, went forth to him from Jerusalem. Then he wrote these unique verses: Disciples understood not this at the first: but when Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that these things were written of him, and that they had done these things unto him. The people therefore that was with him when he called Lazarus out of his grave, and raised him from the dead, bare record. For this cause the people also met him, for that they heard that he had done this miracle. The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? behold, the world is gone after him. 
Vertically
Mathew – he focused on fact that Jesus fulfilled the prophecy so he write in the way that it is exactly like in the prophecy.(Zech.9:9). Because he wrote his gospel for Jews. So it is reason why he talk about mother of donkey. I found on internet one interesting article about it. Here I cite small piece of it.
  
“Some apologists have argued that there really were two animals with Jesus, and Matthew was correct in reporting both of them.  Mark, Luke, and John, they assert, only mentioned one animal because they either were unaware of all of the details of the triumphant entry, or because they may not have thought it was important to mention both animals. 
 

That is apologetic nonsense.  Only Matthew among the four gospel writers mentioned the “two” animals in Zechariah’s story.  Is it then just a coincidence that only Matthew among them had Jesus fetch two animals from the village, and only Matthew had Jesus enter Jerusalem with two animals? 

 

We know that there was only one animal in Zechariah, but the evidence shows clearly that Matthew thought Zechariah was referring to two animals, and that seems to be the only reason he has Jesus ride with two animals into Jerusalem. [3]

Also interested me that he mentioned in verse 10 “all the city was moved, saying, who is this?” My question is “who is city?” I think it could be elders or Pharisees.   
Mark- he tried to describe story clearly, he doesn’t mention any Pharisees.
Luke- it seems that he describe this story very in details till to the point that he mentioned geographical details (verse 37) and conversation between Pharisees and Jesus.
John- he look on the story from different perspective, not in details but focus on different things, like that multitudes worshiped God because they heard about Lazarus and also he recorded  discussion between Pharisees.
Interview

I am very sorry, but my young adults’ leader from my church didn’t find time for writing me answers to my questions, how he promises me. I would like to write down some of my ideas how we can apply this scripture to the life.  

First thing is that we people are sometimes expecting from God things how they are in our imagination. God’ ways are different often. People in that story were waiting messiah which will come to the Jerusalem and will conquer Roman enemies. But Jesus came peacefully sitting on the donkey. Something similar happened in OT when God reveal himself to Elijah (1King 19:9-13)

Secondly we must watch out what we are proclaiming, because we can be tested from it very soon. Like when multitude cried Hosanna and in few days same people cried crucify him.

Conclusion

I did analysis about all four gospels, I looked on historical context and literary also. I liked to meditate and think what main meaning of this scripture for our lives is. Many interesting and new things I found out while I was looking for materials on the internet. I red many articles about culture, especially about donkey. I would like to present all my gained knowledge in to my assignment, but I couldn’t to do it for space reason. Now I know that my view of Bible has change after this experience and I am thankful for it.
Bibliography
[1] http://www.jesuscentral.com/ji/historical-jesus/jesus-firstcenturycontext.php
[2] Life Application Bible, New Testament 1998, by Tyndal House Publishers
[3] http://www.jesuswalk.com/lessons/19_28-40.htm
[4] http://www.geocities.com/paulntobin/triumphal.html
Addition
This is picture which painted small christian boy: Jesus is riding to Jerusalem on a T-Rex!
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'The Entry of Christ into Jerusalem' by the Master of the Cappella Palatina in Palermo, Italy




Also I found one video clip about this topic. Here is webpage: http://faithvisuals.com/39657
