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An exegesis of the triumphant entry
(Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:28-40, John 12:12-19)

Introduction

This work deal with an exegesis of the Jesus’ triumphant entry to the Jerusalem. For beginning I will make short view into historical context, concrete cultural, geographical, political and occasional context. Next I will compare individual parts from the scripture, which talk about this topic. In the end I will adduce short interview about how the text could be applied into life.

Historical Context

Cultural context

Main Jewish feasts were celebrating in Jerusalem. Jews from whole Roman Empire arrives to Jerusalem for Easter feasts to remember exit from Egypt (2M 13). 
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The ass - was one of the most used animals in Eastern countries. In Judea there were only few horses. To ride on a horse was sometimes an emblem of war; on a mule and an ass, the emblem of peace. We can see example of it in Jdg 10:4, 1Ki 1:33 and 2Sa 15:1.

Borrowing of the ass - In these days was Jesus well known person and also quite popular. It was sufficient, when disciples said: "Because the Lord hath need of him" and owner of the ass would give it to them gladly.

 
	Geographical context

Jesus with his disciples were going from Jericho (Mt 20:29) to Jerusalem. They went through villages Bethpage and Bethany, which lies at the Mount of Olives.

Jerusalem - is the central city, temple was there (Mt 4:5) 
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Political context

Land of Israel was occupied by Rome. Palestine was split into four parts and upon each of them was tetrarch. Herodes Antipas reign in Galilee. Pilate was Roman governor of Judea.
Occasional context

Jews around whole world were waiting for Messiah (Lk 3:15). But most of them were expecting big warlord, who would liberate them from political dominion. They didn't understand what is written in 2Sa 7:12-16. 
It was probably Sunday, first day of week, when Easter feasts were beginning. It was around year 30 A.D., probably in Friday on this week was Jesus crucified. 

In the Bethany lived Lazarus with his sisters Martha and Mary, they made him a supper (John 12:2). Mary anointed the feet of Jesus with very costly oil (John 12:3). Next day they came to Jerusalem (John 12:12). Jesus was carried on the back of an ass (Mt 21:7). People were welcome him like expected King, very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches from the trees, and strewed them in the way. (Mt 21:8) Same people after few days were crying: Let him be crucified. (Mt 27:22) This last week he stayed in the Bethany and to the Jerusalem he went only during the day. (Mk 11:11)

 

After Jesus raised Lazarus from dead (John 11:44) Pharisees took counsel together for to put him to death (John 11:53), because many of the Jews recognize him like Messiah. (John 11:45) Warrant was gave on him (John 11:57), and Jesus knew, that he will die if he would go there. (Mt 20:18-19). 
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Literary Context

Horizontally thinking

As we can see in additional document, synoptic gospels are describing story in very similar way. Only John chose shorter description. I used bold font style to emphasized differences between gospels. I gave parts, which were describing same things, to the one bordered area. 

 

Comparison:

 

In all three synoptic gospels we can find:
1. Jesus with His disciples was going to Jerusalem. When they were on Mount of Olives, nigh to Bethpage, Jesus sent two of his disciples.

2. Saying unto them, Go to the village over against you. You will find a colt tied. Loose him and bring him.

3. If any man asks you, why do you loose him? Say, because the Lord needs him.

4. Disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them.

5. They brought the colt to Jesus, cast their garments on him and he sat upon him.

6. They spread their clothes in the way.

7. And the multitudes cried, saying Blessed be he that comes in the name of the Lord.

 

Other similarities, now with gospel of John also:

1. Only Mark and Luke mentioned that they came unto Bethphage and Bethany.

2. Mark and Luke reported, that it was colt, whereon never man sat 

3. In Matthew and Mark we find, that Jesus also referred, that straightway he will send him hither.

4. Matthew and John wrote, that this Jesus’ act was fulfilling of what was spoken by the prophet. And then they cited part from Zech 9:9

5. Mark and Luke described how two disciples went for the colt, very distinctly.

6. Matthew and Mark mentioned that when Jesus was carried by colt, some others cut down branches off the trees and strewed them in the way. John also said that there were people with branches of palm trees.

7. Each of gospels is describing part, where people were shouting. There are only small differences, but it was something like: Hosanna to the son of David. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed be the kingdom of our father David. Blessed is the King of Israel that comes in the name of the Lord. 

 

Unique parts of verses:

1. Matthew was talking about mother of colt. 

2. John explains how and why crowd of people appeared there. 

3. John wrote that Jesus had found a young ass. 

4. Luke explains that people began to praise God for all the mighty works that they had seen. 

 

Unique verses: (paraphrased)

1. Matthew (21: 10, 11) - When he came to Jerusalem, all the city asked, who is this? And multitude said, this is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. 

2. Mark (11: 11) - Jesus entered into Jerusalem, went into the temple. In the eventide he went out unto Bethany with the twelve.  

3. Luke (19: 39, 40) - Some of the Pharisees said unto him, Master rebuke your disciples and he answered, If these should keep silence, the stones would cry out. 

4. John (12: 16-19) - His disciples understood these things when Jesus was glorified. There were also crowd, which were with him when he called Lazarus out of his grave. The Pharisees said among themselves, Observe that you gain nothing. Behold, the world has gone after him. 

 

Vertically thinking

Matthew

He was a tax collector who left his work to follow Jesus (9: 9-13). Matthew's main purpose is to prove to Jews, that Jesus is their Messiah. He did it by showing how Jesus fulfilled the OT Scriptures.

He emphasized, that it is written in prophet. Zechariah speaks of the future Messiah as “lowly and riding upon an ass, even upon a colt the foal of an ass” (Zech 9:9). He wrote it the way that everybody must see, that that prophecy is about Jesus. Later he used phrases like "Son of David" and "Prophet of Nazareth" which exactly talk about his origin. These also testify that, he is the one.

 

Mark

John Mark, he wasn't part of the twelve. Mark accompanied Paul on his first missionary journey (Ac 13:13). He seems to write for gentile readers. Mark wrote into 16 chapters 18 miracles. He described Jesus like man of acts.

He described this story very clearly with every detail and he finished it with fact that Jesus with the twelve went to the Bethany for the night.

 

Luke

He was the doctor (Col 4:14), Gentile by birth, well educated in Greek culture. He wrote it to Theophilus (Luke 1:3), and to lovers of God in general. 

He also described this story very detailed. He emphasized joy of people and then reaction of Pharisees.

 

John

Apostle John. His main purpose: "But these have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name." (John 20:31)

John is describing story from large perspective. John wrote down only the core of the story, so what was important.

This story is linked with what happened before, so that Jesus raised Lazarus. He mentioned prophecy also. He wrote about disciples, that they understood it after Jesus was glorified. He finished his talking with that Pharisees said to themselves, Observe that you gain nothing. Behold, the world has gone after Him.

 

 

Interview with Tomáš Štrba - youth group leader from my home church

Questions:

1. Can you imagine doing preaching about this topic? 

2. Which role should context of this story have in your preaching, according to you? And why? 

3. According to you, what is important, or in what do you see lesson or example for us to the daily life?

Tomas's answers:

1. To make preaching about this topic wouldn't be probably so easy for me... but I think, that it would go

2. Context of this story I would probably give to the place, that I would point on how crowd of people were welcomed Jesus... they put their clothes and branches on the ground... they were singing and shouted Hosanna... and after certain time that same crowd were shouted crucify him... 

3. I would probably try to analyze and pointed on why it happened like that... and why also today we are doing similar things so often. And how to avoid it... I think, for example, that in Sundays we use to be in services, we are praising Jesus, singing, lifting up our hands... And on Monday we are denying Him... we are those often, which crucify him again... And I would try to encourage people and call them to change their attitude.... 

My opinion: 

I think that Tomas's point of view is very good. Maybe for a young person is also harder to resist influence of the world, so they need to hear encouragements often. 

Also I think that we should learn from this scripture, that we can't shape God's word how it looks good for us. Nine tenths of Jews didn't recognize who Jesus was and they missed the most important thing of their life.

 

Conclusion:

Jesus did what was written in Zechariah and by this act he proclaimed himself as the King. He already knew, what would follow after that. He obeyed God and gave his life for us. It was his role here on the earth. Maybe we can say that triumphal entry was the first thing on the way to the cross. 

Triumphal entry is the story we can find described in all of the gospels and in details. In my work I clarified historical circumstances of the story, then I made analysis about literal context and in the end I interview my youth leader from home church. 

During my study of this subject I red many articles on the internet and I was using my study Bible like never before. I found how important context of the situation is. And of course I learned many interesting things, for example about four authors of gospels, about Herodes, about traditions and about donkey. I also learned some practical things, for example how to use my study Bible and e-sword, which is electronic Bible. I know that now I can study Bible more effectively and with more understanding.
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Addition – KJV version of Bible
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	28  And when he had thus spoken, he went before, ascending up to Jerusalem. 
	

	1  And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, 
	1  And when they came nigh to Jerusalem, unto Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount of Olives, he sendeth forth two of his disciples, 
	29  And it came to pass, when he was come nigh to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount called the mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, 
	

	2  Saying unto them, Go into the village over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto me. 
	2  And saith unto them, Go your way into the village over against you: and as soon as ye be entered into it, ye shall find a colt tied, whereon never man sat; loose him, and bring him. 
	30  Saying, Go ye into the village over against you; in the which at your entering ye shall find a colt tied, whereon yet never man sat: loose him, and bring him hither. 
	

	3  And if any man say aught unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and straightway he will send them. 
	3  And if any man say unto you, Why do ye this? say ye that the Lord hath need of him; and straightway he will send him hither. 
	31  And if any man ask you, Why do ye loose him? thus shall ye say unto him, Because the Lord hath need of him. 
	

	4  All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, 
	4  And they went their way, and found the colt tied by the door without in a place where two ways met; and they loose him. 
	32  And they that were sent went their way, and found even as he had said unto them. 
	

	5  Tell ye the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy king cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. 
	5  And certain of them that stood there said unto them, What do ye, loosing the colt? 
	33  And as they were loosing the colt, the owners thereof said unto them, Why loose ye the colt? 
	12  On the next day much people that were come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 

	6  And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them, 
	6  And they said unto them even as Jesus had commanded: and they let them go. 
	34  And they said, The Lord hath need of him. 
	13  Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

	7  And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their clothes, and they set him thereon. 
	7  And they brought the colt to Jesus, and cast their garments on him; and he sat upon him. 
	35  And they brought him to Jesus: and they cast their garments upon the colt, and they set Jesus thereon. 
	14  And Jesus, when he had found a young ass, sat thereon;

	
	
	
	 as it is written, 

	8  And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches from the trees, and strewed them in the way. 
	8  And many spread their garments in the way: and others cut down branches off the trees, and strewed them in the way. 
	36  And as he went, they spread their clothes in the way. 
	15  Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass's colt.

	9  And the multitudes that went before, and thatfollowed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. 
	9  And they that went before, and they that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord: 
	37  And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen; 
	16  These things understood not his disciples at the first: but when Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that these things were written of him, and that they had done these things unto him. 

	10  And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is this? 
	10  Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest. 
	38  Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest. 
	17  The people therefore that was with him when he called Lazarus out of his grave, and raised him from the dead, bare record. 

	11  And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. 
	11  And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and when he had looked round about upon all things, and now the eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany with the twelve. 
	39  And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. 
40  And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out. 
	18  For this cause the people also met him, for that they heard that he had done this miracle.

19  The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? behold, the world is gone after him. 
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